


RERKRKRB (409 WBA esas 


Chriftian Hiftory ; 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, &c. 
DAD PDO ODADP DAD LA DDD LDP LA LDP 4s 
Saturday Fee RUARY 23. 1744,5. §N% 104, 


DADA DA PAPA DADA PO OOO OA 





rad 


Accounts of the Revival of Religion in Bofton, 

: fined 7 

N the following Month came out of the Prefs in Bofton, 

a Book compofed by the Rev. Mr. Dickinfon of Eliza- 

beth Town, New- "fer fey, intitled, * A Di/play of GOD’s 

© fpecial GRACE: Ina familiar Dialogue betweeri a 
© Minifter and a Gentleman of his Congregation, about the 
« Work of GOD, if the Convifien and Conver fion of Sin- 
® ners, fo remarkably of late begun and going om in thefe, 
© American Parts : Wherein theOpjecTions again fome 
© uncommon Appearances among us are diftin@ly confidér’d, | 
¢ MisTAKEs reCtify’d, and the Work itfelf particularly 
¢ prov’d to be from the Hoty Spirit: Witham Appi- 
* TION, in a fecond Conference, relating to fundry Antins- 
* mian Principles, beginning to obtain in fome Places : To 
© which is prefixed an ATTESTATION, by feveral Minifters 
* of Bofton.’ 

And the principal Paragraphs of the ArTEsTATION 
are as follow, ¢ He muft be a Stranger in I/rael, who has 
* not heard of the uncommon religious Appearances in the 
© feveral Parts of thisLand,amongPerfons of all Ages & Cha- 
* raétérs. This is an Affair which has in fome Degree 
« drawn évery One’s Attention, and been the Subjeé of 
* much Debate both in Converfation and Writing. And 
* thé grand Queftion is, --- Whether it be a Werk of GOD, 
* aril bow far it is fo? The moft ferious and juditiouss 
® both Minifters and Chriftians, have took’d upon it to be, 
© if the main, a genuine Work of Gon, and the Effcét of 
y' tht Effufion of the Sp1rit of Grace, which the Faithful. 
* Inve been praying, hopipe longing and Waiting for; 
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while at the fame Time they have look’d upon fome Cir- 

cumftances attending it, to be from natural Temper, hu- 

man Weaknefs, or the Subtilty and Malice of Satan per- 

mitted to counter aét this divine Operation. But here 

rightly to diffingui/> is a Matter of no {mall Difficulty ; 
and requires both a fcriptural Knowledge of, and an ex- 

perimental Acquaintance with the Things of the Spirit of 
GOD. Mr. Edwards’s Difcourfe concerning the diflin- 
guifoing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of Gon, has met 
with deferv’d Acceptance, and been of great Ufe.--- The 
following Performance, by another dear and reverend Bro-~ 
ther in a different Part of the Country, is alfo, in our Opi- 
nion, exceeding well adapted to ferve the fame Defign, 
viz. to help People to judge of the prefent Work, whg- 
ther, and bow far it is of Gop ; and to remove thofe Pre- 
judices, which may keep them from owning it to the Ho- 
nour of Gop, and from coming under the Power of it to 
their own Salvation. Here the Reader will fee the ordi- 
nary Work of the Spirit of Grace, in applying the Re- 
demption purchafed by CurisT to particular Souls, judi- 
cioufly defcribed, in feveral diftin€& Parts of it, Compidtion, 
Conver (ion, and Confolation : The Neceflity of enera- 
tion and Faith in order to final Salvation, and the Neceflity 
of Convidtion and Humiliation in order to thefe, clearly 
evinced, from the Reafon and Nature of the Thing, as 
well as the Method Gop has eftablifhed in his Word : 
Miflakes, which might prove fatal and undoing, carefully 
guarded againft: And very fafe and fuitable Direddion; 
given to one who is awakened to that Enquiry, What muff 
1 do to be faved ?--- Whoever takes up this Book and reads, 
has as it were in.his Hands @ G/a/s, in which he tay ée- 
bold what Manner if, Perfon be is; whether a natural or 
renewed Man, a Hypocrite or a found Believer. And ia 
recommending this Book to the World, we would be un- 
derftood as owning, and bearing a publick Tefimeny to, what 
is call’d the prefent Work of GOD in this Land, as it is here 
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rors, and Delujions, which are only the unhappy My 2 
fometimes accompanying of it) to be fuch @ glorious Di/- 
play of the divine Power and Grace, as may well saife pur 
Wonder, excite our Praifes, and engage our Prayersfor 
the Prefervation and Progrefs of it. May the Childres of 
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* Gop then unite in that Prayer, Let thy ork adsear more 
© and more wate thy Servants. and thy Glory wnte their Chil- 
* dren; And the Beauty of the LORD our GOD ba up- 
© onus! Benjamin Co!man, 

ye Savail, 

Thomas Prince, 

John Webb, 

William Cooper, 

Thomas Foxcroft, 

Jefua Gee. © 


© Bofon, Aug. 
* 10. 1742. 


In December was printed Here, a Treatife of the Rev. Mfr. 
Gilbert Tennent againft the Moravian Errors > Which Trea- 
tife was introduced with a Preface by /everal Adinisters of 
this Town, and the final Paragraph thereof is this---- 
¢¢ When this our dear BrotHer, whole Prai/? is in our 
Churches thro’ the Provinces, vifited us at Bofrontwo Years 
ago, and in theSpirit of the Reverend Mr.Wuiteriern 
entred inte bis Labours here ; it pleafed Gop in a wonder- 
ful Manner to crown his abundamServices with Succe/i,in 
the Comvifien and (we truft) Converfien of many Souls: As 
therefore the Name of Mr. Tennent is greatly endeared to 
ws, fo we befeech our afcended Saviour, the Hean of 
the Church, long to continue Him for a burning Light and 
extenfive Bleffing to our Provinces ; and in particular to 
ufe this faithful, judicious and feafonable Endeavour of bis 
Servant, for a Guard and Defence about his own facred 
Traths and his glorious Work in the Midft of us, which too 
many are ready to fpeak Evi! of and oppofe. 

Bojften, De. 22. 1742. Benjamin Cslman 
Thomas Prince 
y Webs 
thiam Cooper 
Thomas Foxcroft 


Jefoua Gee, 


Some Time after, a Man of the /eparate Saciety became a 
Saturday-Baptift : who being dip’d in theCountry ,and having 
Hands laid on him, thought himfe!f a Minifler, drew five 
Women after him & proceeded to dip them : yet they all have 
fince deferted him. But fxMales of the faidSeciety with one 
of Brookline, a Town about five Miles off, went un to aflo- 
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ciate as a Church, owning the Afembly’s Confeffion of Faith, 
and profefling themfelves Congregational according to out 
New- England Platform: And have not vet returned to the 
fev al Churches whence they went; tho’ the Rev. Mr. 
Davenpor: has happily feen and molt ingenuoufly confefled 
his abovefaid Errors and Mulcondud, and publithed his Re- 
tra@iations. See Chriftian Hi, ory N° 82, 83. 

Befides the aorefaid four Wales and two or three 
Females of the Youth Church, 1 know not any who have left 
eur Communion. But the reft of our faid numerous and 
former Additions continue with us ; and as far as I 
know, their Convesfation is as becomes the Gofpel, 
Nor do I hear of more than one of thefe who have left our 
Church that has fallen into other cenfurable Evil, nor in the 
other Churches in Town, except a few of the New North. 

July 7. 1743, ete met in Boffon one of the largeft 
Affemb!y of Miniffers that ever convened Here, to bear their 
Teftimory to this remarkable Revival in theLand ; when Tey 
Minifters of this Town, joined with many others in giving 
their publick Teflimony to this happy Work : An Account of 
which is printed in the Chri/tian Hiftory, N°- 20,&c. 

On Dec. 13. following, this Town and Land received a 
great Lofg in the Death of the Rev. Mr. Cooper. An Ac- 
count of which, with his deferved Character, is in N° 43, 
To which I would add the further Account of the Rev. 
Dr. Colman in his Funeral Sermon the Lord’s-Day after, 
gece publifhed, in the following Terms,--- * Mr. Cooper was 
as fix’d and firm again{t the Spirit of Separation from the 
Churches of New- England,which he judg’d to be ftrongly 
fettled on the Platform of Scripture; as any Rock on our 
Coatts is unfhaken by the furious Waves that only break 
themfelves into Foam by dafhing againft it: And had he 
liv’d he would have been a moft ftrenuous Oppofer of this 
Defection : But at the fame Time he was immoveably de- 
termined, as we all know, that there has been a remarkable 
Work of Goo going on among us, by what he had Jeen 
with bis Eyes, had look’d upon, and as it were handled, in 
the Refort to him (and fome other Mini/lers af the Town) 
of a Multitude of Perfons, younger and older, under ftrong 
Convi@tions, Humiliation, [!luminations, godly Fear, with 
« trong Crying and Tears ; "Faith, Hope, Truft, joy, with 
¢ ftrong Reliance’ on the Righteou/ne/s of Curist for Jufti- 
¢ fication 
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€ fication, and on the ALmicuty Sprrit of Grace ina 
‘ fovereign Manner to enable them unto all the Duties of a 
* fober righteous and godly Life ; to work in ’em both to 
© will and to do, to begin and carry onhis good Work in their 

Souls ; and to deep them by his mighty Power thro’ Faith 

to Salvation :---And among thefe there were Numbers over- 

flowing with the ‘Foys and Comforts of Religion, in the ut- 

moft Abhorrence of themfelves and repenting as in Du/t and 

Afhes ; while the Love of God feem’d to be fed abroad in 

their Hearts, in their fervent Defires after and Plea/ure in 

the Convictions and Converfion of others :--- The nume- 

rous /nflances of thisNature, with whom he daily converfed, 

gave him abundant Satisfaction of the Prefence and Power 

of the SANCTIFIER and ComForTeR in and with many 

of them. I think my /elfalfo now called by the Provi- 

dence of Gon to add,---that as I was my felf ftruck with 

Wonder at what of this Nature occur’d to me two Years 

ago among the young People of this Flock, fo the good Fruits 

of their abiding Profeffion unto this Day, in a difcreet, 

meck, virtuous, pious Converfation, give me Satisfaction 

and Pleafure in them from Day to Day ; while their ex- 
emplary Face of grave Devotion, and diligent*Attention to 
the Word of Gop, on Lord’s- Days and Leéures, are alfo 
$ adorning to the Doétrine of Gop their Saviour.’ 

Of all who reforted to me from all the Congregations in 
Town, I remember no more than three or four who talked 
of their/mpulfes : and but one or two of thefe aSubject of the 
JateRevival ; the other two had been Communicants in twa of 
our Churches, and ufed to fpeak of thofe Things before. 
Nor in all the Preaching of the Inffruments of this Work in 
Town, did I ever hear any teach to follow /mpul/es or any 
religious /mprefions but af the Worp of Gop upon our 
Minds, Affections, Wills and Confciences ; and which agre- 
able to the Hoty Scriprure, the moft famous Reformers 
and Puritan Minifters both in England, Scotland, and New- 
England, have in their Writings taught us. 

As to the doérinal Principles of thofe who continue in our 
Congregations and have been the Subjeéts of the late Revival ; 
they are the fame as thev have been all along inftructed in, 
from the Ve/tminfler Afembly’s fhorter Catechifm: which has 
been generally teceiv’d and taught in the Churches of New- 
England from its firft Publication for thefe hundred ages 
er ths 
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this Day ; and which is therefore the Syftem of Doétritte 
moft generally and clearly declarative of the Faith of the 
New- England Churches. 

And tho’ fome have reprefented many of the Subjeé?s of this 
Workas holding fomé or other of the following mi/chievous Er- 
rors ; viz.‘(1) That fanétifyingGrace in aMinifter is neceffary 
© torender the Adminiftrations of Gofpel Ordinances valid : 
* (2) That unconverted Minifters are uncapable to be In- 
‘ ftruments of converting People: (3) That Sanétification 
[as defcribed in the Affembly’s fhorter Catechifm] is no 
Evidence of Juftification: (4) That an unregenerateMan 
ought not to pray: And (5) That Affurance is effential 
to faving Faith, fo as whoever believes is fure he believes 
© in a faving Manner, and is not in Doubt or Daiknefs 
‘ about it :’--- Upon a careful Enquiry I cannot find nor 
hear of any of the Subjects of this Work remaining in our fe- 
veral Congregations in Town ; no, nor even in that which has 
drawn off from us, who hold thefe or any other Famili/tical 
or Antinomian Errors. 

However, the fovereign Spirit in his awakening Influ- 
ence in the unconverted, and his indivening Efficacy in the 
hopefully renewed, in this Zoryn, has feem’d thefe two laf 
Years in a gradual and awful Manner to withdraw. Fora 
Twelvemonth I have rarely heard the Cry of any new Ones--- 
What foall 1 do to be faved? --- But few are now added to 
our Churches, and the heavenly Shower in Bofton feems to 
be over. Of thofe who were in the late Effufion wrought 
on, diverfe are fometimes repairing to me, with fad Com- 
plaints of their fpiritual Dulnefs, Darknefs and Decays ; but 
I hope are working out their Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling: while fome have now and then a frefo Revival of 
Grace and Comfort. 

Thus have I endeavoured a eis f and plain Account of the 
late Revival in this Town ; efpecially among the People who 
reforted to me, and more particularly thofe of the Afembly I 
belong to, according to my Obfervation and Intelligence : 
relating only thofe Faas which feem’d to me, as | went along 
to be moft material ; avoiding perfonal Reflections,and wri- 
ting, as 1 always defire, with Candor and Moderation. I 
Jeave it as a grateful publick Tefimony of the memorable 
Work of the divine Power and Grace among us in my Day, 
which my Eyes have {een aud my Ears have heard with ae 
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fure ; that Gop the Fa THER, Son and SpiRIT may have 
the more extenfivePraife, to whofe Bifre I confign it ; and 
that others may thereby receive eternal Benefit. 
Bofton,Nov. 26. 1744. Thomas Prince. 
N. B. Page For Read 
387,388. Animal Paffions---- Natural Pafkons 
388 Animal Terrors---- Natural Terrors 
To the marginal Note Page 408, add--- : befides Three 
Epifcopal Congregations. 

P.§. The former Part of this Narrative I drew up near a 
Year ago ; the latter lately. And 1 have made feveral Ob/er- 
vations on what I have feen & heard ; but for want of Room 
muft here omit them. 





‘ ee the Publifher of the Curist1an History. 
to give the following Lines a Place in your weekly Paper, 

I obige your Friend and Servant, pot 
} David Hall. 
QV HEREAS Jome Paffages in my Letter concerning the 
late happy Revival of Religion here in Sutton, placed 
in the fh Page of your Chriftian Hiffory of Fuly 28. 1744- 
{altho’ I apprehended every candid Reader might eafily have 
perceived my true Meaning in them) yet have by fome been 
mifunderftood : I now freely declare (as doubtlefs I 
we a Right to explain my felf) that I am far from defign- 
by thofe Sentences, to reflect Contempt upon the proper 
Utelulnefs of human Learning ; or to difcourage hard Study, 
clofe argumentative Preaching, and fuitably imbellifh’d with 
acceptable Words: which are ufeful in their Place ; altho” 
after our higheft Encomiums upon external Means, they are 
not to.have fuch Vertue afcribed to them, as tho’ fufficient 
to beget Men to Curist. In Reference to this, I ma 
without Difparagement to human Reafon and Learning, fay 
‘with the Apoftle Paul, 1 Cor. 1. 20. Where is the wife? 
where is the Scribe? where is the Difputer of this World ? 
Hath not Gop made foalifh the Wifdom of this World? 

Gop is not obliged to follow thofe Means. which to Men 
appear beft, with the moft Succefs. He is fovereign in all 
the Difpenfations of his Grace ; /o then, it ts not of him that 
willeth, nor of bim that runneth, or reafoneth, but of Gono 
that fheweth Mercy. 
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I can uprightly {peak it, that my /ole Defign in thofe Paffa- 
ges was this; that 1 might afcribe all the Glory of the late 
blefled Work of divine Grace among us, to the Influences 
of the Spirit of Gop. And I cannot by any Means dif- 
cover, how a full Afcription of Suécefs to Gop fhould be 
any Way prejudicial to human Induftry. 

As for a rambling indigefted Way of Preaching, I do 
freely teftify againft it: But yet I can by no Means think 
it the Duty of Minifters to confine themfelves invariably to 
their Notes, or particular ftudied Sentences, fo as at no 
Time to alter,add to,or diminifh from, what has been before 
pen’d down by them ; efpecially when in delivering Gon’s 
facred Truths to Men, their Hearts and Lips are, as fomie- 
times, touched as with a Coal from bis Altar. 

_Moreover, 1am perfwaded Gop hath often own’d and 
blefs’d fome new and prefent Thoughts which have occur’d 
in delivering a Sermon: And_provided they have been fafely 
exprefs’d, and are no other than plain, folid,.and fcriptural 
Traths ; I cannot difcern, with what Reafon in the World, 
any Man fhould find Fault. : 

There is another Paffage in the Page following the Bs § 
mentioned, allow me to explain. ‘The Wordsare thefé, 
(That I do venture my Salvation upon it that this is Gon’s 
bleffed Work) underftand me thus, That I do religy my felf 
to Gop, in Hope of Salvation, thro’ the bleffed Influences of 
the fame Grace, that hath been thro’ Jesus Curist fo 
abundantly in thefe Years fhed abroad among us. 


Sutton, January 28. 1744,5- David Hall. 


Kays. according to the Defign of this Paper and from the beft 
and moft authentick Materials we could obtain,we bave given 
the Reader a SPECIMEN of that wondrous Work of Gop 
which bas been in the midft of thefeYears revived in many Parts 
of Great Britain and America: And as the prefent Paper con- 
cludes the Year and therewith the Chriftian Hiftory, and theré 
are fome remarkable Narratives yet unprintéd and others daily 
expected ; it is propos’d to publifh them in intirePieces of about 
three Sheets once aQuarter at 12d NewTenor ; and thofe whé 
would encourage their Publication are defired to fend their Namis 
to Kneeland & Green in Queen-ftreet. he 
TheTitle Page and Index to this Volume will bé /peedily fent 
to theSubfcribers,when it is expected they will fend in theif Dilaté 
































